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State Route 177 
Winkelman to Superior Highway 

Location: Globe District; Pinal County 
Length: 31 miles 
Begins: Winkelman (MP 136.31) 
Ends: Superior (MP 167.61)  

State Route 177 (SR 177) is a state highway that currently 
links miners to mines and community services between 
Winkelman and Superior. Although the basic route of what 
would become SR 177 existed many decades before it 
was incorporated into the state highway system in 1952, 
several segments of this dirt and gravel road were 
realigned and widened for safety. SR 177 has been a 
paved road since the mid-1950s. 

SR 177 travels through beautiful, rugged mountains and 
river valleys, with road cuts exposing extraordinary 
geological strata typical of this copper-bearing region. So 
fascinating are the geology and terrain along this road that 
a 15-mile segment was officially designated in 2008 as the 
Copper County Scenic Road West. The road passes 
through the rough country south of Superior known as 
Apache Leap and the Dripping Spring Mountains and the 
vast humanly altered landscape of the open-pit Ray 
copper mine. Thereafter, the road follows along the east 
and north side of the Gila River past the mining 
communities of Kelvin, Kearny, and Hayden to Winkelman, 
where the northward-flowing San Pedro River joins the 
westward-flowing Gila. 


